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Just 35% of Philadelphia’s K-3 students read on grade level. While this
challenge affects all Philadelphians, Black and Latinx communities are
disproportionately affected: 26% of Black and Latinx students read on
grade level, compared to 62% of their White peers. In 4th grade, students
are expected to begin reading to learn, instead of just learning to read.
When kids struggle to read effectively, school gets harder and harder, and
educational problems compound. Students who struggle to read well are
less likely to graduate high school, have fewer career choices, and miss
out on the joy of reading. 

Joyful Readers’ mission is to ensure that Philadelphia students gain
the foundational reading skills they need to succeed. We bring full-time
tutors directly into schools to provide daily, intensive reading tutoring to
Philly students. Tutors serve in small teams in elementary schools for a full
school year. They work with students who need extra support in reading,
using high-quality curriculum to help students gain the literacy skills they
need to succeed in school, at work, and in their daily lives.

Joyful Readers is committed to
helping Philadelphia students gain
the literacy skills they need to
become successful, confident, and
yes… joyful readers! Our vision is that
all K-3 students who struggle with
reading will have an effective tutor
who can support them at school.



This evening is not just a celebration; it’s an
opportunity to make a lasting impact on the lives
of Philadelphia’s young readers. Event
sponsorship is a wonderful way to show your
support of Joyful Readers literacy efforts
throughout the city. A variety of recognition
opportunities are available. Let's come together
for a night of celebration and inspiration, while
making a lasting commitment to literacy!

Join us for a night of inspiration at the Young
Reader of the Year Awards on Thursday, May 1st!
We're excited to recognize the incredible
achievements of Philadelphia elementary students
enrolled in our Joyful Readers tutoring program
who have made big strides in their reading over the
past school year. Attendees at our annual event will
commemorate the success of 4 outstanding award
recipients. Through the support of their reading
tutor and family members, students will share the
highlights of their reading journey.

This celebration takes place at Esperanza Arts
Center from 6:00-8:30 pm and brings together
more than 250 fans and supporters of Joyful
Readers, including educators, equity-in-education
advocates, school administrators, and all the people
working to make children’s lives better throughout
Philadelphia. Guests will have the opportunity to
meet our cohort of dedicated AmeriCorps tutors
while learning about our research-driven approach
that shapes our reading program.
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Celebrate Our Students’ Success!




